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Killingly Agriculture Commission
WEDNESDAY, May 11, 2016
Regular Meeting 

7:00 pm

Killingly Town Hall

172 Main Street, Killingly, CT

Room 102
MINUTES
I.
Call to Order and Roll Call

A)
Welcome/Introductions – Frank Anastasio, Jim Burlingame, Tina Stevens, and Alternate Christel Shaw attended; Byron Martin and Jim Stevens were absent with notification.  Others in attendance were Adam Griffiths, Town Council Liaison, and Ann-Marie Aubrey, Director of Planning and Development.
II.         Agenda Addendum


None

III.
Public Hearings (as called)


None

IV.
Citizen Participation [limited to five (5) minutes per speaker for an accumulated time of no more than 30 minutes (unless extended by a majority vote of the Commission)] 

John Sarantopoulos – 37 Tunk City Road; said he was there to represent “homeowners” interests.  He is opposed to any change in the number of animals currently allowed under zoning regulations based on square footage of parcels.  Stated he will do whatever he has to do to make sure that no changes are made.

John Olenick – 58 Hartford Pike; said he was there to present to the commission his plans for his property at 58 Hartford Pike.  He showed the commission a draft drawing of how he wants the property to be used.  Currently, his property is zoned village commercial and he needs to make sure he can do farming (for income) on the property.  Also, he hopes to lease the farm stand that is across from his property on Lake Road and be able to sell his produce at the farm stand. Frank informed him that the commission definitely supports agriculture; however, the commission has no power, they are an advisory/educational group. 
V.
Adoption of Minutes 
A)   Regular Meeting of March 9, 2016 – Tina Stevens made a motion to accept the minutes, Christel Shaw seconded. The vote was unanimous to accept.
B)   No Minutes for April 13, 2016 – Meeting was cancelled
VI.
Old Business

A)    2016 Event Planning - review/discussion/action
i) Classes – Frank Anastasio held his class on growing grapes.  He said there were approximately 16 people in attendance.  He stated that the weather was extremely windy but everyone enjoyed the class. Frank lectured on growing grapes and pruning grapes.   Brent McCullough held his class on raising backyard chickens, Frank attended, again the weather was not cooperative, there were approximately 20 people in attendance and seven (7) or eight (8) people already had chickens.  There were a lot of questions.  Frank posted as video to the AG COMM face book page. 
ii) Other events – Possible upcoming fall classes Jim Stevens, piglets; Sue Barry, raising goats; and Jim Burlingame, raising sheep. 
B)   Open Space Land Acquisition Committee/Farmland Inventory - Nothing new to report. 
C)   Mother Nature’s Garden – meeting/progress report – Christel Shaw; there will be a ribbon cutting for the Linda

Walden Memorial Garden on Saturday, May 14th, 2016 at 10:00, on Water Street.  There will be a reception immediately following in the Community Room at the Library.  All are invited to attend. A KHS Vo-Ag Student actually designed the garden based upon criteria set forth by MNG Board Members.
D)   Killingly Community Garden – meeting/progress report – Christel Shaw; May 21 is the KCG planting day, part of the Elks Grant is educational based and the KCG hopes to create signs at the garden with smart phone codes. They are in the middle of setting their priorities regarding the grant money.  They received a smaller sum then what they were expecting so they may need to re-work some of their budget, or wait to complete certain items. The amount of the Elk’s grant was $2,000.00 and that was going toward public education and handicap accessibility at the garden.  Also, they are planning a “free garden” for everyone to use. Also, as the KHS Vo-Ag School could not assist KCG with plants this year – due to the issue with their greenhouses – Jess Viens is going out to purchase some plants for the gardens.
 Finally, the KCG was wondering if the AG COMM is willing to once again pay the $50.00 membership fee for Michaela’s Garden.  Frank was willing to let someone make a motion to that effect.  Christel Shaw made a motion for the AG COMM to pay the $50.00 annual membership fee for Michaela’s Garden for this year.  Tina Stevens seconded that motion.  The vote was unanimous to approve.

           E)   Updating the “Killingly Grown” brochure – It is in the final stages before being sent to the printer. 
                           F)   Killingly Zoning Regulations Section 585 “Agriculture” and Borough of Danielson Zoning Regulations Section 580 “Agriculture” language– Frank requested that this be discussed at the next meeting, as he noticed some discrepancies in the document, and requested that staff review the document one more time before it is discussed by the commission.

          G)   Tomato Festival – Work is moving forward on the Tomato Festival.  There are some new items being planned, such as a fire truck pull; however, there are some concerns that Route 12 may be in the middle of being repaved which could cause some issues with the parade, the fire truck pull, and activities in general. The next meeting of the Tomato Festival subcommittee will be May 24th, at 5:00 in the Planning and Development Office.

VII.
New Business

Frank wanted to discuss a new idea, and it is based upon the Commission’s responsibility to educate the public about agriculture and all things related thereto.  He would like to start an electronic newsletter.  He is looking into using a program that is called “Mail Chimp” which is a free service unless you send out 10K or more letters.  He likes this program because it gives a lot of feedback, showing you where people “click-on” the newsletter.  


Frank is thinking of a quarterly newsletter that would include an article from the AG COMM, the KCG, MNG and the CONS COMM.  So there would be four (4) articles total, one from each group. The name of “GreenNews” was considered.  In order for the program to work it cannot hit any spam filters, so the people will be required to confirm their email address to the newsletter – basically, they would say yes to receive the newsletter.  Frank requested that the Town gives the AG COMM a distinct email address so he does not have to use his own email, and the program will not accept a “Gmail” email account.      


VIII.
Other Discussion Items

Frank also wants to start looking into changing our website server.  He will discuss some of the particulars with Eric.
IX.
Next Meeting -
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8, 2016 
X.
Adjournment 

At 8:25 pm Christel Shaw made a motion to adjourn, Tina Stevens seconded.

Respectfully submitted,


Ann-Marie Aubrey


Director, Planning and Development

