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SWMIj|]NG POOL PERMITS

This packet details requirements for obtaining a pool permit under the current State of
Connecticut Building Code.

A swimming pool by definition is any structure intended for swimming or recreational
bathing that contains water over 24 inches deep. This includes inground, above-
ground and on-ground swimming pools, hot tubs and spas.
Illote; A pool which is capable of containing more than 24 inches of water is a
"swimming pool" even if the pool is filled to a depth of less than 24 inches.

The basic elements of the permit application process are:

1 . Zoning permit application - requires site plan of property showing location of pool
and any decks - proximity to property lines, septic systems, wells etc

2. Wetlands Agent review and approval
3. Northeast District Department of Health approval (B 100) if dwelling is serviced

by a septic system.
4. Building permit application
5. Details of pool - inground, above.ground, temporary hot tub/spa, etc
6. Details of pool ladder enclosure or fencing for purposes of ensuring barrier

comDliance
7. Deck construction details if applicable
8. ln ground pools will require engineered drawings typically provided by pool

manufacturer.
9. Proof of purchase of pool alarm
10. Hot tubs require covers
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SWIMMING POOLS, SPAS AND HOT TUBS

AGl01.l General. The provisions of this appendix shall control the design and construction of
swimming pools, spas and hol tubs installed in or on the lot of a one- anii two-family dwelling.

BARRIER REQUIREMENTS
AG 105.1 Application. The provisions of this chapter shall control the design of barriers for residenrial
swrmming pools, spas and hot.tubs. These design controls are intended to provide protection against
potential drownings and near drownings by restricting access to swimming pools, spas and hoftubs.
AGl05.2 outdoor swimming_pool. An outdoor swimming pool, including in-ground, above-ground or
on-ground prnls, hot tubs and spas shall be provided with a barrier thar s[atl comply with thJfollowing:

l. The top of the banier shall be at least 48 inches above grade measured on the side ofthe banier that
fa39s lway from the swimming pool. The maximum venical clearance between grade and the bottom
of the barrier shall be 2 inches measured on the side ofthe bather tlnt faces awa! from the s'v:n ming
pool. where the top ofthe pool structure is above grade, such as an above-ground pool, lhe barrrer
ru:r v be at ground level, sucb as the pool structure, br mounted on top of the pool siructure. Where the
barrier is mounted on top of the pool structue, the maximum vertical clearance between the top of the
pool struclure and the bottom of the barrier shall be 4 inches

2. Openings in the barrier shall not allow passage of a 4-inch diameter sphere
3. Solid baniers that do not have openings, such as masonry or stone walls, shall no1 contain

indentations or protrusions except fo! normal construction olerances and tooled masonry j oints
4. Where. the barrier is composed of horizontal and vertical members and the distance between the tops

of the horizontal membets is less than 45 inches, the horizontal members shall be located on the
swimming pool side ofthe barrier. Spacing between vertical members shall not exceed l3l4 inches in
width. Where there are decorative cutoms within vertical or horimntal members, spacing within the
cutouts shall not exceed I 3/4 inches in width

5. Where. the barrier is composed of horizontal and vertical members and the distance between the tops
of the horimntal members is 45 inches or more, spacing between vertical members shall not allow
passage ofa 4-inch diameter sphere. Where there are decorative cutouts within vertical members,
spacing within the cutouts shall not exceed I 3/4 inches in width

6. Maximum mesb size for chain link fences shall be 2 l/4 inches square unless the fence is provided
with slats tbstened at the top or the bottom which reduce the openings to not more than I i/4 inches

7. Where the barricr is composed of diagonal members, such as a lattice fence, the maximum opening
formed by the diagonal members shall not be more than I 3/4 inches

8. Access gates shall comply with the-requirements of Ilems I through 7, and shall be equipped to
accommodate.a locking_ device. Pedestrian access gates shall open outward away liom tir6 pool and
shall be self-closing and have a self-latching device. Gates oth6r than pedestrian access eaGs shall
have a self-latching device. Where the release mechanism of the selfJbtching device is l-ocated less
than 54 inches from the bottom ofthe gate, the release mechanism and surrormding openings shall
comply with the_following: The release mechanism shall be localed on the pool side 6f the 

-gare 
at

least 3 inches-below the-top of.the gate and the gate and barrier shall have no opening grear-r than l/2
inch within | 8 inches ofthe release mechanism

9. Where a wall of a dwelling serves as part of the pool barrier, one of the following conditions shall be
met:

9. I The pool shall be equipped with a power safety cover in compliance with ASTM F 1346-911 or
9-2 All doors with dir€ct access to the pool through that wall shall be equipped with an atarm that

produces an audible 
-waming 

when tbe door and its screen, ifpreserit, ar! opened. The alann shall
sound continuously for a minimum of30 seconds within 7 seionds after thl door and its screen. if
present, are opened and be capable ofbeing heard throughout the house during normal activities. The



alarm shall.automatically resel under all conditions. The alarm shall be equipped with a manual

lllTL''jyll T 1,,,o-u:lp"d g'switch, ro remporarily-deactivate rr,. "i;;i;;; si"eie frrung sucrroeactlvauon shall last tor not more than l5 seconds.'Ihe deactivation device(s; shill be locaGd atleast 54 inches above the threshold ofthe door; or
9.3 All doors with direct acce.ss to the pool through that wall sball.be equipped with a self-closrng ands.elf-latchin-g device with the releas'e mechaniin located a minimu-oi3a inch"s aLou. th" doo,thrcshold. Swinging doors shall open away from the pool area
l0 Where an above-ground or on-gmund pool strucfue is used as a bamer or where the barrier ismount:d.gr.t top ofthe.pool structure, and the means ofaccess is a ladderor steps, ilinile raaaer orsteps shall be sunounded by a barrier which meets the requiremefts ;i Id;i'tffi;'t ;:

AGl05 l lndoor swimmine pool. All walls surrounding an indoor swimming pool shall comply withSection AG 105.2. ltem 9.

AGl05'4 Prohibited localions' Barriers shall be located so as to prohibir permanent structures, equipmentor similar objects from being used to climb the barriers.
AGl05 5 Barrier exceptions. Spas or hot tubs with a sallty cover.utrich complies wirh ASTM F 1346, aslisted in Secrion AG t-07, shdl Le exempt fiom tie proviii6,,!'o, ,n,, upp"no,*.
AGl05 6 l emporary enclosure 4 telporary enclosure shall be installed prior to lhe commencement ofthc installation of anv in-uro,und st'iinmirig noor^ unrei, ir,. pennanent barrier specified in SectionAGl05 2 is in olace nrio. ti the 

"ommencerient 
of tie installation. The remporary enclosue shall be aminimum of 4 ieet in'heishr. .11! q,,..";6;;,ilffil;i;; #il;':iili:ff;l[* and shaube equipped with a positiv-e litcnrng oevtce on any op€nngs.

AGl05'7 Pool alarm' No building permit shall be issued tbr the construction or substantial alteration of aswimming pool at a residence ocirjpiea by, ot ueinl uuiit'ior, on" or more families unless a pool alarm isittstalled with the swimmins oool. As usei'in ttlq r3",i1",1i.i.l alarm,, means a device that einits a soundof al least 50 decibers whin a petson or an object w.igr,ing 15 pounds or morc enters the water In aswimming pool. Exception: Hot rubs and portabli spas shili U'e exempt fr.,n thir;q;i;;;;;i:
ENTRAPMINT PROTECTION FOR SWIMMING POOL AND SPA SUCTION OUTLETSAGl06.l General. Suclion 

"r,f::^S^{l !: designed ro produce circularion t}uoughout the pool or spa.Single outlel syslems such as automalic vacuud cleanei systems, or orher such multiple suction outlerswhether isolated by varves or otherwise snatibe prot""t"J ujuinrr ur". entrapment.
Acl06'2 Suction fittinss. All pool and spa suction outlets shall be provided with a cover rhar conlbrmswith ANSUASME A I l 2. I 9.8M, ot u r i'iil 1; Jiui; eii;;;g"r, or an approved charurer drain sysrcm.
Erception: Surface skimmers
Acl06.3 Atmospheric vacuum rerief system required. All poor lld sr9 singre or multiple outretcirculation systems shall be eouirped *ittt armosptrl.ii vacuurm'relief shorti fi;;;r'ioiateo thereinbecomc missing or broken Sutb'.r'acuum..relief systems straitlnctua. at least one approved or engrneeredmethod ofrhe type specified herein, as follows: '
L Safety vacuum release sysrem conforming lo ASIME A I 12.19.17. or2. An approved gravity drainage sysrem

AGl06'4 DuaI drain r"o*uriol;,,l-inql"-,or murtipre. pump circulation svsrems shari be provided wirh aminimum of tuo (2) suition outlets of the approved'type. A -inirnu- horizontal or veriical distance ofthree (3) lect shall separal.e such ourrets.
These suction outleG sha, be piped so that water is drawn through them simultaneously through avacuum relief- protected line to the pump or ptmtps.

AGl06 5 Pool cleaner fittines. where provided, vacuum or pressure cleaner fitting(s) shall be located inan accessible posirion(s) at r-east (6), inther ;; ".i;;;; t - r*..r"" ( l2) inches below rhe minjmumoperational water level or as an attachment to the s}.ifini(sl.
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Examples of code complinant self-closing and self-latching gates.

Maximum space between pickes
or latice is I % inches
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