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TOWN OF KILLINGLY

INLAND WETLANDS AND WATEROURSES COMMISSION (IWWC)

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Town Meeting Room – 2nd Floor

 Killingly Town Hall
172 Main Street

Danielson, CT

Monday, September 12, 2016, 7:30 p.m.


I. Call to Order:  Chairman Sandy Eggers called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.

II. Roll Call: Present: Ronald Dass (arrived after meeting began), Chairman Sandy Eggers, Rod Galton, Jasen Cusson-Malone, and Fred Ruhlemann.  Absent with notification: Doretha Clemon, Lucy Garcia, Corina Torrey, and Beth Dubofsky-Porter.  Also Present: Ann-Marie Aubrey Planning Director and Town Planner Eric Rumsey 
III. Adoption of Minutes:

A.
August 1, 2016 Regular Meeting:


MOTION #1  (9/12/16):  made by Mr. Galton SECONDED BY Mr. Cusson-Malone That the Inland Wetland and Watercourses Commission adopt the Minutes of August 1, 2016 as presented

VOICE VOTE:   UNANIMOUS;
MOTION CARRIED

IV. Citizens’ Participation:
A. Discussion on a Connecticut Siting Council application filed by NTE Energy for a proposed 550 megawatt natural gas fired turbines facility to produce electricity for the New England grid.  
Speaker (1) Ed Grandelski voiced concerns about the potential for leakage of associated fuel oil tanks.  This should be considered due to the resulting negative impact if contaminated materials leak into the earth.  IWWC should consider requiring NTE to include a tank containment system.
Speaker (2) John Labelle, agreed with the previous comments made by Mr. Grandelski regarding leakage of fuel oil.  IWWC should also consider setting conditions associated to construction and installation of a protective berm and an emergency fire and evacuation plan.  Site Construction is very close to wetlands.  NTE has exhibited unprofessionalism by not submitting significant and necessary technical information and illustrations in support of this extremely large project.  

Speaker (3) Karen Johnson, is concerned with the serious lack of information for this extensive project.  IWWC could form an opinion that there is a complete lack of information necessary to determine a correct and responsible evaluation of this type of major project and the types of impact that would result on the environment.  The Town of Killingly residents will not benefit from this project and this location is completely wrong for this type of facility.

Speaker (4) Dan Burke noted his concerns about the amount of water consumption  required for this type of operation, a return of decreased water quality causing a negative impact on the environment, and how a negative impact will be felt in local wetlands. 

Speaker (5) Nate Tissler indicated benefits to the Town of Killingly would include employment of 30 to 40 local trades and an increase in the local economy as a result.
Speaker (6) Richard Fedor, noted that if NTE claims their proposed water usage is “clean” then why can’t they take water from the local river, retreat it, and return it to the river instead of withdrawing it from the local Aquifer?
Speaker (7):  Jack Russo noted there should be more concerned with the significant increase in tanker trucks in this town in supplying fuel to the plant and not necessarily with the containment system as containment systems are designed to effectively handle a fuel spill.   Additionally, NTE needs to provide more information on how they plan to obtain water for their extreme usage.  

Speaker (8) Bill Tetreault is concerned with the proposed use of a 1 million gallon diesel tank.  Mr. Tetreault noted if an accident were ever to occur at the plant, the residual  diesel fuel will end up in his driveway.  The local gun club will have a full view of this facility and could be negative to business.
Speaker (9) John Sarantopoulos reminded those in attendance that there should be consideration to the answer of the question “What is best for the Town of Killingly?”.  The NTE Proposal was only recently submitted and there has not been enough time for those involved to make any type of informative and responsible decision as to whether this plant should or should not be constructed and whether this plant would be beneficial to this community and generations to come.  Additionally, it also need to be determined if this project meets or exceeds state and local regulations.
VI.       Unfinished Business:
a. Application #16-1427 Anthony Pellecchia for a septic system replacing an existing cesspool within 20’ of wetlands; Located at 502 Stearns Street; GIS Map 182; Lot 40; 0.49 Acre: Business Park Zone.
APPLICANT PRESENTATION:  Mr. Normand Thibeault, Killing Engineering Associates, was present to represent the applicant.  The State of CT has been working with Killingly Engineering Associates to develop an adequate system for this situation.  The overall footprint has changed and the percolation rate has been revised as shown on the current plans as submitted.  The NDDH approval letter (with conditions) was submitted into the record.
MOTION #2 (9/12/16):  made by Mr. Ruhlemann SECONDED BY Mr. Galton that the Inland Wetland and Watercourses Commission approve Application #16-1427 Anthony Pellecchia with the following condition:
· The Applicant is responsible for submitting an as-built drawing to the Town Planner and Engineering Department
VOICE VOTE:   UNANIMOUS;
MOTION CARRIED

b. Application #16-1428 Bailey Hill Management, LLC., for re-approval of applications 04-1153 and 04-1179.  
IWWC COMMENTS:  There was general consensus that these applications have been fully reviewed over the years and no new or additional information has been submitted at this point.
MOTION #3 (9/12/16):  made by Mr. Cusson-Malone SECONDED BY Mr. Ruhlemann that the Inland Wetland and Watercourses Commission approve Application #16-1428 Bailey Hill Management LLC. as submitted
VOICE VOTE:   UNANIMOUS;
MOTION CARRIED

c. Application #16-1429 of Thomas Jarbo for a septic system replacing an existing cesspool within 50’ of wetlands; Located at 1655 North Road; GIS Map 21; Lot 21; 22.61 Acres; Rural Development Zone.
MOTION #4 (9/12/16):  made by Mr. Cusson-Malone SECONDED BY Mr. Galton that the Inland Wetland and Watercourses Commission approve Application #16-1429 of Thomas Jarbo as presented
VOICE VOTE:   UNANIMOUS;
MOTION CARRIED

d. Application #16-1430 Briarwood Associates for re-approval of application 04-1178; Application #04-1178 of Briarwood Acquisition, LLC for construction of a planned residential development within 200’ of wetlands.  The property is located at 82 and 90 Deerwood Drive, GIS Maps / Lots 138-12 and 139-50; 81.7 acres; LD Zone.

PRESENTATION APPLICANT:  Normand Thibeault, Killingly Engineering Associates, was present to represent the applicant.  He noted IWWC approved Application #04-1178 in the past.  However, the administrative timeline has expired and the project has not been completed.  


There is new ownership and changes to the original Application #04-1178 are being proposed.  This application is not proposing construction of duplexes and instead proposing single family housing.  The number of proposed units remains the same in this design but the configuration has changed.  The density and roadway design remains the same.  The bulk of activity is outside the 200ft. buffer area and all easements are in place.
MOTION #5 (9/12/16):  made by Mr. Galton SECONDED BY Mr. Ruhlemann that the Inland Wetland and Watercourses Commission approves Application #16-1430 Briarwood Associates as presented
VOICE VOTE:   UNANIMOUS;
MOTION CARRIED
e. Discussion of Siting Council Application of CELLCO Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless for a wireless Telecommunications facility at 520 Bailey Hill Road:

TOWN STAFF COMMENTS: There was discussion and consideration regarding potential environmental impacts as a result of this structure, such as, if the tower were to fall and/or release a contaminant into the earth.  After discussion it was determined that due to the wide area of property around the tower and its significant distance away from wetlands (1,000 feet), there is no concern.  
f. Schedule a Public Meeting / Special Meeting, September 26th at 7:30 p.m. to discuss and finalize comments to the Siting Council for the NTE Power Plant project.

MOTION #6 (9/12/16):  made by Mr. Galton SECONDED BY Mr. Cusson-Malone that the Inland Wetland and Watercourses Commission schedule a special meeting for Tuesday, September 27, 2016, 7:30 p.m. to finalize comments regarding the Siting Council for the NTE Power Plant Project
VOICE VOTE:   UNANIMOUS;
MOTION CARRIED
VII.     New Business:
a. Application #16-1431 of Joseph Roderick for a single lot subdivision with no building taking place (conversion of an existing building to a residence to be split from existing residence); located at 856 Bailey Hill Road; GIS Map 120; Lot 16; 7.8 acres; Rural Development Zone.
APPLICANT/PRESENTATION:  Mr. Paul Archer, Archer Surveying, was present to represent the application.  He presented the septic and well design and noted the NDDH letter of approval has been received and submitted into the record.

MOTION #7 (9/12/16):  made by Mr. Jason Cusson-Malone SECONDED BY Mr. Galton that the Inland Wetland and Watercourses Commission table Application #16-1431 Joseph Roderick
VOICE VOTE:   UNANIMOUS;
MOTION CARRIED
b. Discussion on NTE Energy Connecticut Siting Council Application with the Town’s Consultant.
TRC Solutions submitted their third party review report, dated September 8, 2016, for the Killingly Energy Center (KEC) – NTE Energy Project located at 180 & 189 Lake Road, Killingly, CT.  The report covered, but was not limited to, Notice and Service Documentation, Analysis of Need and Economic & Environmental Impacts, Geotechnical Engineering Report, Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan, Wetland Information, Species Information, Air Permitting Information, Water and Wastewater Information, Traffic Impact Report, FAA Determination of No Hazard, Visual Impact Assessment, Sound Survey and Analysis Report, Electric and Magnetic Field Assessment, and Cultural Resources Information.  An extensive discussion ensued.
MOTION #8 (9/12/16):  made by Mr. Ruhlemann SECONDED BY Mr. Galton that the Inland Wetland and Watercourses Commission take a 5 minute recess at 9:30

VOICE VOTE:   UNANIMOUS;
MOTION CARRIED
NTE Energy, Mark Mirabito, Chief Executive Officer, noted he has received the TRC report and is in the process of writing a formal response.  NTE Energy is looking forward to working collaboratively with the Town of Killingly towards a successful outcome.

A. Correspondence to the Commission:  As submitted in addenda packet and/or at the meeting.
B. Other:     
A. Wetlands Agent Activity Report:  Mr. Rumsey reported on recent dam building activities by  beaver in the area that may be having a negative impact on water flow.  A solution to the issue is being looked at. 
B. Monthly Zoning/Wetlands Report

C. Town Council Liaison: Joyce Ricci updated the Commission on Town activities.
D. Adjournment:

MOTION #9 (9/12/16):  made by Mr. Dass SECONDED BY Mr. Galton that the Inland Wetland and Watercourses adjourn the meeting at 10:15 p.m.
VOICE VOTE:   UNANIMOUS;
MOTION CARRIED

Respectfully submitted, Sherry Pollard, IWWC Recording Secretary[image: image1.png]



