Board of Recreation Meeting

 Monday, January 25, 2021
Town Hall Community Room
6:00pm 

1. Call to Order: M. Phillips called the meeting to order @ 6:00pm

2. Roll Call: Present:   Doug Farrow, F. Beriau, M. Phillip, T. Wakefield, M. Lehoux, T. Mason, M. Hayes Absent without notification: C. Dunn
3. Citizen’s Participation: NA
4. Correspondence: A thank you was received from Day Kimball Hospital for tree lightening at Davis Park. Also, Beverly Orzulak sent a letter thanking the department for approval, effort, and installation of the bench dedication. 
5. Adoption of Minutes: Motion was made by D. Farrow second by M. Lehoux. No further discussion all in favor, passed unanimously. 
6. Unfinished Business:
a. Dedications: Discussion took place regarding policy for dedication request. Handouts were given out reviewing other policies to be used as a reference. The department is currently working a policy to be reviewed by the board. T. Mason requested any suggestions or feedback be sent to her. Suggestions as to other items such as planters or benches etc. 
b. Volunteer of the Year: Holly Blade and Natasha Darius have been named for this year, 2020. They have been in position of director, set designer, actor, and many more. This past year two virtual shows were produced, The Wizard of Oz and Christmas Cabaret. A special thanks to Jeff Buchbinder as well for his sound/filming with the projects. 
c. Programming:

i. Basketball: Our Basketball program begins the week of Jan.25th.  This year the program will be clinic based. All guidelines have been followed and precautions are being taken. The program is running at 50% with 130 current participants. 

ii. Classes: Two evening yoga classes and three senior morning classes are running. 

iii. T. Mason shares information regarding rental of gymnasium and room rental for families. The gymnasium time is a 45minute rental with a ten dollar fee. 

iv. Theater: Everything is currently on hold.

v. Events: An Easter event is in the planning as well as summer concerts. The band and Fireworks have already been secured. All will be depend on the guidelines that have been set forth by the state. Currently the Easter event and concerts meet the requirements. 
7. New Business:
a.  Building closure: The community center was closed for a week due to a damaged hot water heater. At the same time, we also had a squirrel issue in the theater. The hot water heater was repaired, and the squirrel issue was addressed. During that time issues of the Community Center needs were brought up. $18, 000 has been allocated to look at the Westview Ave. site for relocation. 
b. Recreation Budget: T. Mason gives handout of the recreation budget. Submission of the budget will be early February and then on to Town Council. The new budget mostly mirrors last year. There was a review of the existing park plan discussing priority, needs, and wishes. Some of the priorities listed by T. Mason were fences @ Owen Bell Park, re-grading of fields and work on the Davis Park gazebo. 
8. Director’s Report: T. Mason reports the Quiet Corner Lions made a donation of tulips which they planted at the park and in some areas around town. 
9. Other: NA

10. Liaison Report: 

a. BOE: D. Farrow reports the superintendent has been in place for two weeks and thing are going well. Winter sports have begun with a current break this week. The BOE hopes to present their budget within the next few days.  
b. Town Council: T. Wakefield reports the council voted in $18,000 for feasibility study at the Westfield Ave. site. Also, the committee that pays for school reimbursement has told the council they might get extra money because they would be using a building that was used for education.
11. 11. Adjourn: Motioned made by T. Wakefield, second by D. Farrow No further discussion, meeting adjourned.
