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Killingly Agriculture Commission
Wednesday, January 13, 2016
Regular Meeting 
7:00 pm

Killingly Town Hall

172 Main Street, Killingly, CT

Room 102
Minutes
I.
Call to Order and Roll Call

Members in Attendance:  Frank Anastasio, Chair; Byron Martin, Vice-Chair; James Stevens, Secretary; Tina Stevens; Jim Burlingame; Town Council Liaison, Adam Griffiths – Alternate Members Susan Barry and Christel Shaw absent with notice. 


Support Staff: Ann-Marie Aubrey, Director of Planning and Development 

Public: Brent McCullough
II.         Agenda Addendum
                    None


III.
Public Hearings (as called)

        None

IV.
Citizen Participation [limited to five (5) minutes per speaker for an accumulated time of no more than 30 minutes (unless extended by a majority vote of the Commission)]
The board invited the public guest Brent McCullough to the table to participate in any further discussion with the board.
V.
Adoption of Minutes 
A)   Regular Meeting of December 9, 2016 – Tina Stevens made a motion to accept and file the minutes at written. Jim Stevens seconded. There was not further discussion.  Members voted 5 to 0. The motion passed unanimously.

VI.
Old Business
A motion was made by Byron Martin to move Item F) to be discussed before item A).  Jim Stevens seconded that motion. No discussion.  Members voted 5 to 0.  The motion passed unanimously.

F)   Killingly Zoning Regulations Section 585 “Agriculture” and Borough of Danielson Zoning Regulations Section 580 “Agriculture” language– review/discussion/action


(see next page)
Frank gave a list of items which should be resolved in the Agriculture Sections of both the Borough and the Town Zoning regulations.
1) the word “or” and its effect of not allowing farmers to have more than one type of animal; 2) the issue of farm management plan concept; 3) to make the language more clear as to what needs to happen when someone wants to go beyond the number of allowed animals on their farm that is less than five [5] acres; 4) the issue the wording – one of them that you need to apply for a zoning permit; but agriculture is exempt unless you need to build a building of some kind (believes that Karen was researching that issue); 5) that we were going to change from numbers of individual animals to a more general “livestock units” {allowing a variety of animals on a farm}
Ann-Marie explained the research that she had done through the American Farmland Trust – which had some particular booklets just for Connecticut.  The overall theme was to stay away from numbers – would be difficult for Zoning Enforcement Officials to keep track of and enforce.
Also, the State does not require a formal written “farm plan”; however if a representative from the State (Dept. of Ag.) went to the farm and did an inspection and said the farm was following generally accepted agricultural practices (we refer to them as best management practices) that was prima facie evidence that the farm was being run properly. 
Byron asked what the alternative to numbers was.  Jim Stevens said boundaries, and Ann-Marie concurred. Set back boundaries from the neighbors; if the farm was there first then the requirement for the boundaries would be on the new neighbor; if the farmer was the new neighbor then the required boundaries would need to be met by the farmer.  Jim Stevens stressed that it was the building that housed the animals that needs to meet the set-backs; that the animals could possibly graze right to the boundary lines
Frank said if we relied upon the State (Dept. of Ag.) to determine if a farm is being run correctly, then some people would view this as giving up local control.  Adam said a response to that is that the Town would be giving up its local biases. 

There was some discussion about the best way to handle this in a timely manner.  Frank asked people to serve on a subcommittee to facilitate this.  Frank offered, Jim Stevens offered, Byron offered, and Brent McCullough offered.  Friday mornings. Friday, January 22, 2016 at 8:30 am.
A)    2016 Event Planning - review/discussion/action


Byron Martin is doing a Bee Keeping class on Saturday, January 23, 2016 from 1:00 to 3:00;



at Logee’s Greenhouses.

Tina Steven’s made a motion to allow Frank to “boost the post” (advertisement for classes) on Facebook at a budget of $10.00 per class. Jim Stevens seconded the motion.  No discussion.

Members voted 5 to 0. Motion approved unanimously.





Frank volunteered to do a vegetable class, and preparing a class on home wine making for another organization so he is willing to present the same class in the fall in Killingly.

Brent McCullough offered a class on raising chickens.  Travelling coop, breeds, etc. Possibly sometime in May, Brent will give us a date and rain date. Allow 5 to 10 people in the class.
UConn – growing mushrooms in a box. (Frank put the post on the website.)

Jim Burlingame – another class on sheep. Maybe in the spring….
Jim Stevens – pig farming class, maybe in the spring so people see the piglets.
B)   Open Space Land Acquisition Committee/Farmland Inventory 

Nothing new

C)   Mother Nature’s Garden - Water Street/Footbridge Project –meeting report - review/discussion/action.


MNG is moving forward with 501© (3) status – will be submitting application to IRS.


Students will be designing gardens for Mother Nature’s Garden – students will work the project from beginning to end – and the board will select a particular design.


Newsletter is being prepared hope to have it out by end of January. 



Fundraising in memory of Linda Walden is somewhere around $2,500 to $3,000.
D) Killingly Community Garden – January 6, 2016 – meeting cancelled due to lack of quorum –

 review/discussion/action
   Will soon to be working on design for this year’s garden – January 26, 2016 at the library.

   They want to go through the Elks for another grant award this year. This is part of a national

   grant program through the Elks – so it keeps the local Elks within the national loop.  

        E)   Updating the “Killingly Grown” brochure - review/discussion/action

   Adam Griffiths needs to give us an updated email address. Please put “hay” in front of “beef”.
Brent McCullough corrected his address to 112 Sawmill Hill Road, and corrected his web     address to www.McCulloughfarmstead.com 
   

Frank NE CT Farmers Market is .org (not .com)

Blueberry Hill – organic fruits, vegetables and herbs – believes it is the correct web address.

Jeanne Voas –Frank will message her on facebook.

KCG and MNG – separate listings? – They really don’t sell a product.  Want them there         because people may wonder what they are and what they do. At least list their websites, 
Facebook pages, etc. Separate classification – local community activities/community projects.

        G)   Tomato Festival – September 10, 2016 – review/discussion/action

   Scheduled for Saturday, September 10th; and the first meeting with the Recreation Dept. is     


   scheduled for February 11, 2016 at 8:30 am at the Community Center. 


   The AG COMM subcommittee will be meeting on January 26, 2016 at 5:00 in the Planning


   and Development Conference Room.

 
   Ideas for the tomato festival – please let us know – we need new things all the time.


   The crafts part was smaller last year, so we were offered more space to expand.


   The parade was a big thing; the race was big as well. 




   Brent McCullough suggested line dancing or square dancing – hoedown. Even a demo would

   draw a crowd.
VII.
New Business

Have an opening for an alternate. Frank and Jim have both contacted people, but no one has applied.

VIII.
Other Discussion Items
Discussed the meeting regarding the PA 490 Overview being held at Brooklyn Middle School – there is a significant change to taxes.
IX.
Next Meeting - WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2016, 7 PM  
X.
Adjournment 

Byron Martin made a motion to adjourn. Jim Stevens seconded the motion.
            The meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm 
