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Killingly Agriculture Commission
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10, 2016
Regular Meeting 

7:00 pm

Killingly Town Hall

172 Main Street, Killingly, CT

Room 102
MEETING MINUTES
I.
Call to Order and Roll Call

Members Attending:  Frank Anastasio; Byron Martin; Alternates Attending:  Christel Shaw; Absent with Notification:  Jim Stevens, Tina Stevens, Jim Burlingame, and Susan Barry; Council Liaison:  Adam Griffiths; Staff:  Ann-Marie Aubrey, Director of Planning & Development.

NOTE:  Frank appointed Alternate Christel Shaw as a voting member for this evening.

II.
Agenda Addendum

None

III.
Public Hearings (as called)

None

IV. 
Citizen Participation [limited to five (5) minutes per speaker for an accumulated time of no more than 30 minutes (unless extended by a majority vote of the Commission)]

None
V. 
Adoption of Minutes

Regular Meeting Minutes of July 13, 2016 – Christel Shaw made a motion to accept the minutes as written; Byron Martin seconded the motion.  No further discussion.  Vote 2 yes, 1 abstention.  Motion passed. 


VI.
Old Business



A) Event Planning – review/discussion/action

1. Classes – No classes at this time.  Frank may have a wine making class in the fall; Byron is willing to do a class on making honey; and Adam may conduct a class about beef cattle.

2. Other Events – No other events were discussed; however everyone was reminded the Tomato Festival will be Saturday, September 10, 2016 and that planning was going well.



B) Open Space Land Acquisition Committee / Farmland Inventory


Nothing new to report at this time, next scheduled meeting is September 22, 2016.

C) Mother Nature’s Garden – meeting/progress report – review/discussion/action

Many projects are being discussed – 1) an engineer is conducting a weight load study for the proposed flower bridge; 2) working on two grants at present; 3) beginning stages of planning for a veterans memorial garden (“Our Stars of Freedom”); 4) gardens on Water Street are doing well; need to talk to David C. and Sean H. about getting some sort of water line (spigot) to help with watering the gardens; need to talk to David C. about the fence – digging the holes for the posts – for the wall garden on Water Street; 5) community program “Light Up the Night” will most likely occur in June (2017) to allow for planning and/or fundraising, and to not interfere with other town activities.


D) Killingly Community Garden – meeting/progress report – review/discussion/action

Main project, for now, is to spend down the grant funds from the Elks’ Grant. The grant will allow them to put in security cameras; create a giving garden in Linda Walden’s Memory; they have already purchased chairs and picnic tables to make the garden more attractive and user friendly for gardeners  

E) Killingly Zoning Regulations Section 585 Agriculture; and Borough of Danielson Zoning Regulations Section 580 Agriculture – review/discussion/action

There is nothing new to report to the commission at this time.  The next subcommittee meeting is scheduled for August 19, 2016 at 9:00 am in the P&D Office. 



F) Tomato Festival Planning – review/discussion/action

Frank can get a large balloon, the kind that is used for multiple days to show people where something will be located (via height – think cell phone towers) – so this should not “pop” during the parade.  Frank was trying to think of things that would be needed for set-up tents; hay bales; tables; chairs; etc.  A few items are new to this year’s event – fire truck pull and the chili cook-off (People’s Choice Awards).  There is a slight issue with the food permits from the NDDH – they state that the chili must be made at a licensed kitchen.  Also, John Chapman from the Westfield Congregational Church has set up a new website just for the Tomato Festival so hopefully that will help to publicize the event – www.killinglystomatofest.org
Advertisements for special contests and events are going to be published in the Turnpike Buyer/Shoppers’ Guide – we are waiting for people to sign up for the contests.


VII. 
New Business

A) Killingly Green News – newsletter – first issue has already been sent out; and the second issue will be sent out just before the tomato festival.  They are trying to think of ways to get more people to sign up for the newsletter.

VIII.
Other Discussion Items



A) Frank will try to get at least 11 farmers (farms) at the Tomato Festival.

B) Frank has someone in mind to serve upon the AG COMM; he is trying to get her to put in her application, but feels this is a very busy time for her farm – so it may take some time before she actually applies.

C) Right now the commission has two openings for alternate members since Susan Barry has resigned her position.

D) Frank mentioned that there is no AG COMM website link on the Town’s website – so no connection between the two.


IX.
Next Meeting – WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2016.


X.
Adjournment – the meeting adjourned at approximately 8:15 pm.

