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Killingly Agriculture Commission
Wednesday, February 10, 2016

Regular Meeting 
7:00 pm

Killingly Town Hall

172 Main Street, Killingly, CT

Room 102
Minutes
I.
Call to Order and Roll Call

Members in Attendance:  Frank Anastasio, Chair; Byron Martin, Vice-Chair; James Stevens, Secretary; Tina Stevens; Jim Burlingame; Town Council Liaison, Adam Griffiths
Alternate Members: Christel Shaw attended, and Sue Barry was absent with notice. 


Support Staff: Ann-Marie Aubrey, Director of Planning and Development 
II.         Agenda Addendum
                    None


III.
Public Hearings (as called)

        None

IV.
Citizen Participation [limited to five (5) minutes per speaker for an accumulated time of no more than 30 minutes (unless extended by a majority vote of the Commission)]

        No members of the general public were present.

V.
Adoption of Minutes 
A)   Regular Meeting of January 13, 2016 – Byron Martin made a motion to accept and file the minutes at written. Jim Stevens seconded. There was not further discussion.  Members voted 5 to 0. The motion passed unanimously.

VI.
Old Business
A)    2016 Event Planning - review/discussion/action
Bryon Martin held a bee keeping class on January 30, 2016 – the snow date – and approximately 45 people attended.  Ann-Marie asked for a class sign in sheet and Byron explained that he did not have one.  Board members were pleased that so many people had an interest in bee keeping. 





        No one else could give dates for their proposed classes – all said some time later in the spring.



Frank – vegetable class; and in the fall possibly home wine making course;


Jim Stevens – class on raising pigs, maybe sometime during the summer or fall;


            Brent – class on raising chickens, spring or summer (5 to 10 people per class);



Jim Burlingame – another class on sheep, spring or summer 

B)   Open Space Land Acquisition Committee/Farmland Inventory 

Nothing new

C)   Mother Nature’s Garden - Water Street/Footbridge Project –meeting report - review/discussion/action.


Waiting to hear from IRS regarding 501[c] (3) status – application was submitted.

Students will be designing gardens for Mother Nature’s Garden – students will work the project from beginning to end – and the board will select a particular design.


Newsletter is being prepared hope to have it out by end of January. 



Fundraising in memory of Linda Walden is somewhere around $2,500 to $3,000.
D) Killingly Community Garden – January 6, 2016 – meeting cancelled due to lack of quorum –

 review/discussion/action
It was noted that the Killingly Community Garden group were meeting down the hall in the Planning and Development Office to work on the design / layout for this years’ garden.  The group was also trying to determine if they would be moving forward with a grant application to the Killingly Elks this year; and that is part of the reason they were working on the garden design to determine what kind of assistance they could receive from the Elks Club.

It was noted that the KCG was trying to make contact with a representative from Michaela’s Garden.

Student volunteers are working on completing the website design for KCG; and they were trying to put together a cook book as well.

The KCG will also be working on updating their Vision Statement and By-Laws.

        E) Updating the “Killingly Grown” brochure - review/discussion/action
There are still some farms which need to be contacted to determine if they want to take part in the new Killingly Grown Brochure.  However it was decided that it was time to give the project over to staff to actually start the design process of the brochure. Ann-Marie said she would talk to Eric about possibly starting to work on the design of the brochure. Frank said he would be willing to visit various farms, when asked, to take pictures of the farm and use those pictures in the brochure.
F)  Killingly Zoning Regulations Section 585 “Agriculture” and Borough of Danielson Zoning Regulations Section 580 “Agriculture” language – review/discussion/action  
A sub-committee has been formed, and hopefully there will be a status report, or newly proposed language, for review at next month’s meeting.


        G) Tomato Festival – September 10, 2016 – review/discussion/action
            The first Town wide planning meeting for the Festival is scheduled for tomorrow morning, February 11, 2016 at 7:45 am.  Frank and Ann-Marie will be attending that meeting and will report back to the commission at our next meeting in March.

Our subcommittee met on January 26, 2016 and we decided such things as having a chili cook off – and that we would involve civic organizations and the general public – we would not be asking the restaurants to get involved as it appears to be too much for them.  We would give one award for a “People’s Choice” award – that way we don’t have to try to schedule celebrity judges.   Subcommittee also went over all of the prior events, and decided which activities to keep, which to change, and which to replace.  The group discussed bringing in more “tomato art” and not just “tomato photos”, Eric Rumsey and Sue Griffiths to discuss this with teachers at the Vo-Ag. Bringing in a “tractor display” and “square dancing” were also discussed.

VII.
New Business

Have an opening for an alternate. Ann-Marie gave Jim Burlingame an application, and he was to deliver it to someone that may be interested in the position.
VIII.
Other Discussion Items
Adam Griffiths wanted to discuss the possibility of some sort of farmers’ advice program to assist new farmers within the community.  Would we want to do that sort of thing through a brochure, or mentor program?  Don’t we already do that sort of thing in an unofficial capacity?
IX.
Next Meeting - WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10, 2016, 7 PM  
X.
Adjournment 

Byron Martin made a motion to adjourn. Jim Stevens seconded the motion.
            The meeting adjourned at 8:03 pm 
