[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]



Killingly Agriculture Commission
Wednesday, March 9, 2016
Regular Meeting 
7:00 pm

Killingly Town Hall

172 Main Street, Killingly, CT

Room 102
Minutes
I.
Call to Order and Roll Call

Members in Attendance:  Frank Anastasio, Chair; Byron Martin, Vice-Chair; James Stevens, Secretary; Tina Stevens; Jim Burlingame; Town Council Liaison, Adam Griffiths
Alternate Members: Christel Shaw attended, and Sue Barry was absent with notice. 


Support Staff: Ann-Marie Aubrey, Director of Planning and Development 
II.         Agenda Addendum
                    None


III.
Public Hearings (as called)

        None

IV.
Citizen Participation [limited to five (5) minutes per speaker for an accumulated time of no more than 30 minutes (unless extended by a majority vote of the Commission)]

        No members of the general public were present.

V.
Adoption of Minutes 
A)   Regular Meeting of February 10, 2016 – Byron Martin made a motion to accept and file the minutes as written. Jim Stevens seconded. There was no further discussion.  Members voted 5 to 0. The motion passed unanimously.

VI.
Old Business
A)    2016 Event Planning - review/discussion/action

Frank Anastasio – will offer a class on growing grapes, sometime in late April or early May.


Brent McCullough – will offer a class on raising backyard chickens, sometime in early May.


Jim Stevens – will offer a class on raising pigs, sometime in the fall.


Sue Barry – will possibly offer a class on raising goats, or making soap, but not sure when.

It was suggested that anyone teaching a class please give Frank and Ann-Marie at least four (4) weeks’ notice to make sure the proper advertising can be done for the class.  Frank also asked if anyone has a projector that is compatible with a power point presentation.  Byron said he has one. 

It was noted that both AGVocate program and the Dept. of Agriculture have events coming up; regarding getting food ready for market; and a one-on-one business planning seminar.

B)   Open Space Land Acquisition Committee/Farmland Inventory 
There was an OSLA meeting in February; and it was reported that the OSLA is looking at two separate properties; and that background information still had to be gathered on the properties. 


C)   Mother Nature’s Garden - Water Street/Footbridge Project –meeting report - review/discussion/action.


MNG is officially a private non-profit (501[c] [3]); therefore they are no longer under the umbrella of the 

ECCD.  They are working with students from the Vo-Ag program on the design for the Linda Walden Memorial Garden.  Members of MNG will select a garden designed by a student.  The groundbreaking for the garden is scheduled for April 23, 2016 at 1:00 p.m. and the ribbon cutting for the garden is scheduled for May 14, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. and a reception at the public library community room to follow.
D) Killingly Community Garden – meeting report – review/discussion/action.

The girl scouts are still willing to assist the KCG with this year’s community garden.  Right now, due to the problem at the high school green houses, the Vo-Ag program will not be able to start plants for the community garden project; therefore, the KCG will most likely have to buy some of their plants from other resources.  At their next meeting, the KCG will continue to work on their by-laws; and Saturday they will be at the garden site doing some preparation work for the season.  They have completed writing their application for this year’s Elks’ grant, their application is concentrating in four (4) areas; education, handicap access, beautification, and a security system.  After hearing that at least one of the volunteers will each be gone for an entire month, one in June and one in July, Frank suggested that a press release be written for new volunteers.  Later it was noted that some of the beds at the garden are run by community groups; some people just want to come by and pick their own produce; and there are some beds that are planted, cared for, and picked by a private person or a single family.  Right now, no fees are charged by the KCG.
        E) Updating the “Killingly Grown” brochure - review/discussion/action
A new draft of the Killingly Grown brochure was looked at by everyone.  There are some minor changes that need to be completed before they are actually sent to print.  Some members mentioned some other farms, etc. that may wish to be included.  Members were to contact Eric Rumsey with any necessary changes to the brochures.  
F)  Killingly Zoning Regulations Section 585 “Agriculture” and Borough of Danielson Zoning Regulations Section 580 “Agriculture” language – review/discussion/action  
Work on the Agriculture zoning regulations continue; and hopefully by next meeting the commission will receive a copy of the “new’ regulations which have been put through “word tracking” – so the PZC can receive a copy of the regulations that clearly show what changes are being requested at this time.


        G) Tomato Festival – September 10, 2016 – review/discussion/action
The discussion started regarding the “Tomato Art” section that Sue Griffiths and Eric Rumsey are 

discussing this program with the Vo-Ag high school teachers.  There will be a photo contest that we will
open up to the students at QVCC and the general public.  

Updated members with regard to the Chili Cook-Off that is going to replace the restaurant contest.  

There were never enough entries from the local restaurants, and when they were they were often last 

minute.  So this year Tina Stevens is running a Community Chili Cook-Off; and we are inviting various 

civic organizations to participate.  There will be no formal judges; the general public will be the judges 

by casting their vote for their favorite.

We still intend to do our tomato hat contest, our corn shucking contest, have live music, our ugliest 

tomato contest.  Someone suggested that we check into having square dancing.  We need to 

determine if we can get someone to “call” the square dance, and to make sure the “caller” would also 

be willing to teach people.      

VII.
New Business
We still have an opening for an alternate.  No-one has sent in their application to date even though members have actively tried to recruit people.
March 31, 2016 CT Main Street Center will be at the Killingly High School Cafeteria to start the discussion on revitalizing the downtown area.  This event is sponsored by the EDC, and all commission members and the general public are invited to attend.

It was noted that Killingly had received a $1million grant from the State of Connecticut; and that the way to spend the grant would most likely be a topic for discussion at this March 31, 2016 meeting. 

VIII.
Other Discussion Items
Adam Griffiths wanted to discuss the possibility of some sort of farmers’ advice program to assist new farmers within the community.  Would we want to do that sort of thing through a brochure, or mentor program?  Don’t we already do that sort of thing in an unofficial capacity?
IX.
Next Meeting - WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13, 2016 AT 7:00 pm  
X.
Adjournment 

Byron Martin made a motion to adjourn. Jim Stevens seconded the motion.
            The meeting adjourned at 8:34 pm.


Respectfully submitted,


Ann-Marie L. Aubrey


Director Planning & Development 
