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Killingly Agriculture Commission
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9, 2016
Regular Meeting – WORKSHOP MEETING – NO QUORUM
7:00 pm

Killingly Town Hall

172 Main Street, Killingly, CT

Room 102
WORKSHOP MINUTES
I.
Call to Order and Roll Call
A)
Welcome/Introductions – Frank Anastasio, Jim Stevens, Tina Stevens, attended Byron Martin, Jim Burlingame were

absent with notification, as were Alternates Christel Shaw and Susan Barry. Others in attendance - Ann-Marie Aubrey, 
Director of Planning and Development

B) Frank Anastasio made an announcement that they did not have a quorum present at this time; however, he was willing to listen to the Citizen Participation to give members of the public that were in attendance a chance to speak.
II.            Agenda Addendum


None

III.
Public Hearings (as called)


None

IV.
Citizen Participation [limited to five (5) minutes per speaker for an accumulated time of no more than 30 minutes (unless extended by a majority vote of the Commission)] 

John Olenick – 58 Hartford Pike; did not want to speak at this time. Ann-Marie explained that Mr. Olenick lives in a village commercial zone where certain agricultural activities were not allowed.  Frank then went on to explain how the AG Commission started to work on the agricultural regulations and how it was now going through the process of revising the regulations.

Bruce Kohl – Mother Nature’s Garden is right now in the maintenance programs for the Linda Walden Memorial Garden and the perennial garden (stone wall garden) both on Water Street.  He also mentioned that a snapping turtle chose a corner of the Memorial Garden in which to lay her eggs.  Bruce mentioned that he put a wire mesh over the eggs to hopefully protect them from predators.  Bruce’s main reason for attending tonight; however, is to get people to help with the potential eradication of “Japanese Knotweed” that is growing throughout the Killingly Community.  He made some suggestions about cutting down the knotweed 2 or 3 times a year to kill the plant.  It spreads by seed and by root system.


There was some discussion regarding various ways to eradicate weeds etc. – but nothing was decided upon. Frank said he would discuss this matter with people he knows at UConn, the Brooklyn AG COMM to see what people should be doing. 
V.
Adoption of Minutes 
A) Did not approve any minutes as a quorum was not present.
B) A suggestion was made to change (per Frank’s authority) the regular meeting into a workshop meeting regarding the agricultural regulations.
VI.
Old Business/General Discussion

General discussion included – that we have received our first monetary donation towards the festival; and that we have one 


applicant to date for the chili contest.  Frank verified that the homegrown tomato contest was going to occur.

Frank gave a brief description of the proposed newsletter being put together by AG COMM; KCC; MNG, and KCG. Explained 

that it would be put out by email.  Explained how they were trying to get subscribers for the e-newsletter; and how the program “Mail Chimp” would assist in getting the e-newsletter to people.  Frank explained that we need to build our list of people that may be of interest in the newsletter.

Ann-Marie did mention that we received our first proof back from the printers regarding the Killingly Farm Brochures.


Agricultural Regulations – Ann-Marie mentioned that the Town’s definition of agriculture should mirror the State’s definition of agriculture the State’s definition is much broader than the Town’s. Must make regulations user friendly; the Town’s regulations are permissive regulations – therefore if it is not in our regulations, then you cannot do it.


There was some discussion regarding agriculture in the village commercial district.  It was suggested that another group workshop (subcommittee) to meet to continue discussion of the regulations revisions.  Regulations need revamping and some major things need to be changed.  Definitions, etc. need to be done over.  The group then went through the current draft of the regulation revisions and offered more revisions, etc. 

Later there was some discussion on the “food processing regulations” of the State, and how those are just going to become more and more strict as time goes on.

VII.
New Business

None


VIII.
Other Discussion Items

None

IX.
Next Meeting -
WEDNESDAY, JULY 13, 2016
X.
Adjournment 

Respectfully submitted,


Ann-Marie Aubrey


Director, Planning and Development

