KILLINGLY HOUSING AUTHORITY

BIRCHWOOD TERRACE
APRIL 19, 2016
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

The Meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Vice-Chairman Andrea Jacobi.
1.
Roll Call:  Present was Andrea Jacobi, Robert Loiselle, Philip Stedman, and Eileen Page.  Roxanne Pappas was absent with notice.  Also present was Carol Greene, Executive Director, Ed Grandelski, Town Council Liaison, and five guests.  
2.
It was moved by Eileen Page, seconded by Philip Stedman, to approve the


minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Town of Killingly Housing Authority held


on Mar. 22, 2016 and the minutes of the Special Meeting and Public Hearing held 

on April 5, 2016.  The vote to approve the minutes was unanimous.

 3.
It was moved by Eileen Page, seconded by Philip Stedman, to approve as presented the Treasurer’s Report for Mar., 2016 for Maple Courts and Birchwood Terrace.  The vote to accept the reports passed unanimously.
4.    
It was moved by Philip Stedman, seconded by Eileen Page, to approve as presented the Treasurer’s Report for Mar., 2016 for Maple Courts II.  Motion passed unanimously.
 5.     
It was moved by Robert Loiselle, seconded by Eileen Page, to approve the
Section 8 Financial and Activity Report for Mar., 2016.   Motion was 
unanimously approved.
6.        The Executive Director discussed the results of the Maple Court II Expansion 

           Project bids which were received April 19, 2016 at 2:00 P.M. at Maple Court II. 

 Three bids were received as follows:



W.J. Mountford Co.


$1,739,000.00



Larosa Builder Group


$1,680,000.00



LaRoche Builders LLC

$1,857,912.00

  The Director explained that all of the bids were higher than the grant construction

  budget which makes it necessary to attempt to obtain additional funding.  

  Following the award of the grant three years ago by the State of CT, Dept. of 
  Economic & Community Development, the State replaced that department with   

  the newly formed Dept. of  Housing.  Over a year lapsed before the new 
 department was up and running.  At that time the Housing Authority was advised

 that it would be necessary to assume the financial responsibility of paying for pre-  

 development expenses (architectural/engineering, A-2 Survey, borings, legal, 

advertising and Environmental Phase 1 & Phase II) in the amount of $120,000. We immediately disputed this decision as the original grant application only required payment for the preparation of partial architectural plans to accompany the application.  The Congregate facility, Maple Court II, did not have sufficient 
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reserves to pay for pre-development expenses.  Months went by while we argued that it was unethical and unprofessional to abort the original requirements of the grant application.  Finally in the summer of 2015, we were allowed to begin drawing down $120,000 from the grant proceeds to complete specific pre-development closing items.  It is the opinion of the Director that all of the internal changes made by the State of CT prevented the Housing Authority from going out to bid for the construction by close to two and a half years.  Construction costs have soared within that time frame which has created this situation.  The Director was thanked for her report.
6a.
The Resident Service Coordinator’s report was accepted as written with thanks.
7.
The Congregate Housing Manager’s report was accepted as written with thanks.  
8.     
Ed Grandelski, Town Council Liaison, reported on the progress of the Town Counsel, noting various proclamations and the fact that there would be no increase in the sewer authority charges this year.  A new Town Tax Assessor was hired and there have been changes in personnel assignments.  He briefly discussed the Town paid police protection and the proposed new power plant.  Mr. Grandelski was thanked for his report.
 9.
Citizen’s Comments:
a.  Barbara White of 21 Birchwood Terrace suggested that handicapped, automatic door openers be installed in the Community Room as it is extremely difficult to open the doors for those with walkers and wheel chairs.  The Board agreed the cost for installation on at least two of the doors should be explored.
b.  Denise Allen of 35 Birchwood Terrace criticized the fact that the Maintenance Dept. did not shovel snow off the grass outside her living room door to the main driveway.  None of the living room doors in any of the apartments have sidewalks.  All kitchen doors open onto a courtyard with sidewalks which are always maintained.  She also wants to have another speed bump close to the entrance to Connecticut Mills Avenue.
c.  Diane Schreiner of 18 Birchwood Terrace praised the Maintenance Dept. for snow removal at Birchwood Terrace.  She spoke to the unsatisfactory conditions at the previous facility she resided at in another town. 
10.     
Commissioners’ Comments:  None
11.       Communications:  None
12.
Old Business:  None
13.       New Business:
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a.  Motion by Robert Loiselle, seconded by Philip Stedman, to renew the maturing   

CD in the amount of $160,063.71 at CNB, a Division of Bank E S, at the rate of .011 which was the highest interest quoted by three banks – Putnam Bank, Jewett  

City Savings and CNB. The motion passed unanimously.
b.  Motion by Robert Loiselle, seconded by Eileen Page, to table action regarding the proposed “No Smoking Policy” until the Director is able to obtain information regarding the rights of residents that presently smoke and to prepare a timeline that would incorporate a workshop to assist residents that wished to stop smoking.
Motion passed unanimously.

c.  Motion by Robert Loiselle, seconded by Philip Stedman, regarding the insect infestation of three Maple Court apartments; that the Director begin eviction proceedings within a week from the next spraying if two of the residents involved do not comply with the preparation guidelines.  The spraying scheduled for Apr. 20, 2016 is the fifth spraying due to those residents ignoring explicit directions.  Motion passed unanimously.
g.  Motion by Philip Stedman, seconded by Robert Loiselle, to approve payment
             of Mar., 2016 bills numbered 37903 through 37981, EFT and EFTPS for       


 Maple Court and Birchwood Terrace and bills numbered 10681 through 10700   

 for Maple Court II.  Motion passed unanimously.
 14.      Motion by Eileen Page, seconded by Robert Loiselle, to adjourn at 8:21 PM.                   
            Vote to adjourn was unanimous.
            Respectfully submitted,


Eileen A. Page 

  
Eileen A. Page
        
Secretary 
