Board of Recreation Meeting

Monday, September 26, 2016
Community Center

6:00pm 

1. Call to Order:  J. Milliard called the meeting to order @ 6:00PM.
2. Roll Call: Present: J. Hallbergh, H. Flexer, L.LaBerge, J. Milliard, T.Mason, Absent with notification: M. Phillips
3. Citizen’s Participation: N/A. 
4. Correspondence: T. Mason gave an overview, read some notes, emails and thank you cards acknowledging the hard work and dedication of the recreation:

Rev. Chapman and the Westfield Congregational Church: for the department’s efforts on bike night and the tomato festival. 
Bill Langlois: for the help and services to the Adult Softball league in town 
Facebook: comment from a proud citizen noting that a visiting town’s team commented on the nice facility (Owen Bell Park)
Friends of Assisi: Thanks for donations gathered at programming events 
Email from a grandmother: praise for the Camp Wallaby program, staff and director of the program Eileen Mailhot 
The Last Green Valley:  Card of thanks for gift certificate and working with the organizations in town.
5. Adoption of Minutes: J.Hallbergh made the motion to accept the minutes for the June 2016 meeting. L. Laberge seconds. No discussion passes unanimously. H. Flexer made a motion to accept the minutes for the August 2016 meeting minutes. J. Hallbergh seconds, no discussion, passed unanimously.  

6. Unfinished Business: 
a. The Poured in Place PIP at Owen Bell: repairs were scheduled to start Monday, September 26th however late Friday T. Mason received word the company did not have the correct material on hand and needed to delay the date. Discussion took place on length of delay and impact of weather. Currently there is not a date set.

b.  Hygeia: Is closed for the season. The department is looking to purchase a new shed for the property. A suggestion from park staff asking KBA (Killingly Business Association) for the old Santa house, formally used downtown. A new roof would be needed, but it would be quick and economical. T. Mason will bring this up to the KBA inquiring if there is a planned use for structure. If not would they object to the idea of parks utilizing it.  J. Hallbergh recommends the downed tree in the water to be removed. Discussion took place regarding status of the beavers, are they still there and if not will they return. Early spring will be a good indication of any animal life and if relocation may be needed. 

7. New Business:

a. Volunteer of the Year nominations – T. Mason asks for recommendations from the board and presents staff nomination. T. Mason shared explanations  for nomination of Tammy Wakefield to the board. Motion is made by J. Hallbergh to elect Tammy Wakefield for the 2016 Volunteer of the Year award, L. Leberge seconds, no further discussion, passes unanimously. T. Mason will request the presentation take place at the first Town Council meeting of 2017. 
8. Director’ s Report:

a. Tomato Festival review: Community day continues to grow. The parade was once again a nice addition, looking to expand with the involvement of local groups and organizations. The craft portion needs to be discussed with KBA to make sure that all the kinks be ironed out and possibility of having additional help. The tomato portion went well and it was nice to have the Killingly Library join this year. The food section was also a success. Many of the vendors sold out and were very happy with their day. The newly instituted Fire Truck pull, which was a collaborative effort with the Danielson Fire Department, was also a success,  one we hope will continue to grow over the year.  Anthony Eisley and Pam Janetatos are the key people from the recreation department who work on the Tomato Festival. 
b. Fall Programs have begun and while a few programs seem a bit slow with registrations others are flourishing.  We are excited about new classes and workshops being offered, such as nutrition and additional senior and toddler daytime programs. Anthony is also doing a collaborative outdoor movie night on Thursday, October 27th with Westfield Church. 

The week of October 24th: 


Monday: Pumpkin carving at the library


Tuesday: Family Movie Night/Jack lantern show, and Pre-K Matinee

Thursday: Outdoor Movie Night


Sunday: October 30th Tricky Trail Run 

The department is also looking to add an Open Air Open House at Owen Bell in the spring. The department will introduce the summer brochure and hope to have all camps / clinics represented that evening. All programs can be registered that evening and the Great Garage Band will be performing for additional entertainment.
9. Other: Reminder only two additional meetings in 2016, October and early December. We will remind all at the next meeting. 

10.  Liaison Report:  H. Flexer reports the Board of Education has hired an interim Superintendent, Dr. Lynn Pearson. They are looking to hire a company to do a search for the new hire. Hope to have it done by April 2017. This year there were 37 incoming staff members to the school district not including Inst. Asst. or bus drivers. 
Look for the concert / dinner for Veterans on October 27th at the High School. Further information will be available as the date draws closer. 
L. Leberge, Town Council: A proclamation was given to Darlene Gannon for the 12 years she worked as the town manager's executive assistant.

A resolution was passed naming the bridge in Cat Hollow Park as the Whetstone Brook Bridge.

A resolution was passed authorizing the Town Manager to execute a three-year agreement with Action Air Systems, Inc. for HVAC maintenance.  A resolution approving a memorandum of agreement with the BOE for the non-lapsing account was tabled.  There was a lengthy and lively discussion over the constabulary issue.  Finally a motion was passed stating that the constabulary would be done by ordinance, fire house meetings would be held, and non-binding questions would be added to the school roof/window bond vote if done before the end of the year.

11.  Adjourned: Motion made by H. Flexer to adjourn. L.LaBerge second, no further discussion, meeting adjourned @ 6:37 PM.
