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KILLINGLY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, April 5, 2016
Killingly Town Hall

Conference Room 102
172 Main Street

Killingly, CT
Mark Tillinghast, Vice-Chairman, called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM.
1. Roll Call:

Members Present:  Kevin Cole, Rand Joly, Mark Tillinghast, Todd Cooke and Steven Gilbert.  Bill Cheng and Dale Desmarais were absent with notification.
Todd Cooke and Steven Gilbert were appointed voting members.

Others Present:  Hoween Flexer, BOE; Joyce Ricci, Town Council Liaison; Ann-Marie Aubrey, Director of Planning & Development; Elsie Bisset, Economic Development Director and Judy LaRoche, Recording Secretary.  
2. Approval of Minutes: 

MOTION to accept the minutes of the Regular Meeting of March 1, 2016 was made by Kevin Cole.  It was SECONDED by Rand Joly.  The voice vote was ALL IN FAVOR.    
3. Correspondence – Because Killingly is an abutting Town, we received a letter of notice from Pullman & Comley concerning a solar energy project in Pomfret. 
4. Citizen’s Participation – Jim Rivers, Main Street property owner; let the Commission know that he will be re-applying for a text amendment and changing a few things.  Hopefully, he will have more support than before.  He would like to be put on the EDC agenda for the May meeting and hopefully, get a recommendation.
5. Unfinished Business  
a) Economic Development Trust Fund – No report this month.
b) Update of Projects 
· The Community Conversation meeting went very well and had 64 attendees. They will meet with EDC and KBA in the future.  Items from the meeting were distributed to members.  One thing Elsie thought was important was Clean, Safe & Fun.  We already have the fun, but, still need the clean and safe to work on.  Joyce Ricci said we need to address the safety.  Todd Cooke said if Willimantic could do it, we can also.  Over time, it’s improved and they’re obviously doing something right.  Elsie is attending a training next week.  EDC paid for the food.  The venue at the KHS cafeteria was good.  Some people have already volunteered to come to Earth Day Clean Up.
· Earth Day will be at 9:00 AM on April 20th; Putnam and KBA will be helping each other.  Renee’s Working Girl will donate food after the clean-up at Tunk City Revival’s new location at 100 Main Street.  Other businesses in the I-Park area do cleanups in their areas also.  
· Rand asked about the clock at Commerce Av.  It was purchased through a grant from the Last Green Valley. The timing mechanism is broken and it will cost $900 to get it repaired.  We need to find the money to get it fixed.  Rand asked if we could pay to repair it from the trust.  Rand Joly made a MOTION to pay up to $900 for the repair of the clock, providing no other funding is available out of the current budget.  It was SECONDED by Steven Gilbert and the voice vote was ALL IN FAVOR.      

· The downtown lights have just been fixed recently also.  

· NTE Energy’s next info session may be April 28th.  No time or location has been decided yet.  If you have any specific questions, Elsie can give you the contact info.  

· We have new marketing rack cards.  We’ve added information about the Manufacturing Center at QVCC.

· Elsie was a 2016 CT State Technology Student Association (TSA) Conference judge at Killingly High School on April 2nd.    
· She showed members the Welcome Ad from the last 3 ribbon cuttings. It was put in the Turnpike Buyer.

· Elsie passed around the KHS newspaper, The Redline.  Joyce said it’s good they send it to many of the organizations.

· The John Tighe building Lead & Asbestos report has come back and it will be very expensive to remediate it. The report said $140K for lead and asbestos and a rough estimate of PCB’s is $268K.  Those prices are just to get rid of it, not replace things like floors and the roof.  We have no definite plans or answers yet.   Elsie may put out an RFQ/RFP for developers.  Joyce Ricci asked about the using the million dollar grant.  Elsie explained that money can only do new facades and roof.  It can’t pay to remove the environmental problems.  The Town hasn’t purchased the building as yet.  Rand said we’d have to market it very cheap; Todd asked what we thought it would be and Elsie said about $50K.  Nothing can be done with the building unless it’s fixed.  Kevin Cole said what’s he’s usually heard is to tear it down and then rebuild.  It’s usually cheaper. Kevin Cole made a MOTION to allow Jim Rivers to speak again.  It was SECONDED by Todd Cooke.  The voice vote was ALL IN FAVOR.  He said that he encouraged the town to buy it, in order to get an idea what is in it.  Jim said maybe you could get some kind of a grant for the remediation.  It’s not economical.  But the piece the town brings to it would be a public/private partnership.  Elsie said there has to be an end use for grants.  We should get local banks together to do community things.  The Women’s Institute, P & A, was familiar with the process so they weren’t afraid of the process.  
· Dale asked Elsie to suggest everyone think about inviting the lake residents to talk about complaints in general.  Kevin thinks it may be a bloodbath.  Our own State Representative was against it. He thinks NIMBY (Not In MY Back Yard) was most people’s issue.  Having lived on the lake before, Kevin said the train makes more noise than the power plant or Frito Lay.  Kevin said you have to listen to them because they care.  Joyce said some residents from the lake who took the time to go around to the NTE representatives were very impressed.  Rand wants to know what we could present to the residents to appease them.  Hoween asked if there was any data to back up the complaints from the lake residents.  
· Joyce asked if EDC is all invited to QVCC for Mae Flexer’s Economic Forum.  Elsie said they did not ask her to invite the Commission.  
6.   New Business - none
7.   Liaison Reports  
Joyce Ricci reported the following items were discussed recently at Council.
· The Town Manager and the Board of Education presented their budgets to Council last Saturday. Joyce said it looks to be a good one. We had over $2M growth in the grand list.  Both budgets came in with not much of an increase.  We’ll see what happens; it’s a process and it’s not done.  Thursday, April 14th is the next meeting; May 2nd is the Annual Town Meeting and the Town Vote is on May 10th.
· Hoween said the Board of Education presented an increase of $805K; with contractual and health care benefits; 1.98 increase.  Broken down by line items; it will be up on the website.  

· The town manager’s budget proposal is up on the website also.
8.   Commission Member Reports – none
 9.    Adjournment

A MOTION was made by Rand Joly to adjourn at 6:00 PM.  It was SECONDED by Todd Cooke.  The voice vote was ALL IN FAVOR.
Respectfully submitted,

Judy LaRoche

Recording Secretary

