
 
KILLINGLY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

 
Regular Meeting  
Tuesday, December 1, 2015 
Killingly Town Hall 
Conference Room 102 
172 Main Street 
Killingly, CT 
 
Dale Desmarais, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 5:02 PM. 
 
1. Roll Call: 

Members Present:  Dale Desmarais, Bill Cheng, Mark Tillinghast, Rand Joly, Kevin Cole and Steven Gilbert (5:07).  
 
Others Present:  John Hallbergh, Town Council Liaison; Joyce Ricci, Alternate Liaison; Sean Hendricks, Town Manager; 
Elsie Bisset, Economic Development Director and Judy LaRoche, Recording Secretary. 
 
2. Approval of Minutes:  

MOTION to accept the minutes of the Regular Meeting of November 3, 2015 was made by Bill Cheng.  It was 
SECONDED by Mark Tillinghast.  The voice vote was ALL IN FAVOR.     
 

3. Correspondence – Elsie received notification from KBA that Brenda Duchesneau will be retiring December 31
st
.  On 

December 17
th
, there will be a Holiday Social at Maury’s Pub from 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM to wish Brenda well.  Todd 

Cooke was appointed as a new alternate member of the Commission. 
 

4. Citizen’s Participation – none 
 
5. Unfinished Business   
 

a) Economic Development Trust Fund – The beginning balance of the Trust Fund as of November 1, 2015 was 
$253,763.24.  The interest for November was $99.48.  Finance made an adjustment from a previous error and 
$16,838.23 was added to the account.  The balance as of November 30, 2015 is $270,700.95.  
  

b) Update of Projects  

 Law Enforcement Strategies Commission was happy that EDC and KBA support increased police protection.  
The next meeting is Wednesday, December 2nd at 6:30 PM and they should be compiling information for 
budgeting for next year.   

 Inlight Professional Counseling Services at 70 Cottage Street purchased 60 Cottage Street and will be 
opening a second office and adding 5 new therapists.  There will be a ribbon cutting on Tuesday, December 
15

th
 at 5:30 PM.   

 There was a ribbon cutting on November 21
st
 for the used bookstore, Pourings & Passages at 183 Main 

Street, which is the second floor of the Gerardi Insurance building.  There are 8 rooms of books and movies 
as well as a room for coffee and snacks.  All proceeds of book sales go to St. James Catholic School and the 
property owners, Ed and Marylou Desaulnier, donated the space. 

 The next Chamber After 5 will be on January 6
th
 at Companion Veterinary Health Center at 729 Hartford 

Pike.   Their Annual Meeting will be on January 22
nd

 at the Mansion at Bald Hill in Woodstock. 

 Elsie showed the Economic Development Ad that was placed in the Turnpike Buyer welcoming and 
congratulating three local businesses. 

 The New England Christmas will be held on December 13
th
.  Luminaries will be placed all along Main Street 

and Davis Park.   

 There will be no KBA meeting in December or January.  Joyce asked if they were looking for a replacement 
for Brenda, but, there’s not enough money in the budget to replace her so, they will be reorganizing and 
having the next meeting on February 4

th
. 

 
c) Downtown Discussion  

 People from the CT Main Street Center came to visit us last week as part of the application process of 
joining that organization.  They only allow communities to join in January and July.  Since we’re struggling 
with vacancies on Main Street, Elsie thinks we need to reach out to them.  It costs $750 a year and that 
will come out of the Economic Development budget.  They would like to hold a Community Conversation 



 
in February or March; maybe at the library.  We’d invite community organizations, non-profits, churches 
and stakeholders to decide what goals we want to achieve.    They also provide grants that you can’t get 
unless you’re a member community.  Elsie would be the Liaison. 

 A Request for Proposal (RFP) was issued on November 24
th
 for a Lead & Asbestos Survey for 140 Main 

Street.  It’s due on December 21
st
.  There is a walk through this Friday morning at 9:00 AM.  We won’t 

purchase to the building until we know what the survey results are.   

 One of the new members of KBA is Black Pond Brews.  Possibly, in January, Elsie would like to reach out 
to new businesses and have an informal sit down some evening to see what their views are for the Town.   

 
6.   New Business  

 
a)  Economic Development Promotional Signage – Discussion – Elsie suggested a text amendment to add two 

more signs as Economic Development signs.  Years ago, we requested 4 because Killingly has 4 exits, but, were 
only allowed two by the Planning & Zoning Commission’s regulations; which are the sign going north before exit 
94 (43) and the digital sign coming south after exit 94 (43).  Because the chamber has located near the highway 
and may become a Visitor’s Center in the future, they’d like a larger sign that can be seen from the highway.  
John Hallbergh suggested to decide how many signs are needed before a text change is requested, so you don’t 
have to do it again.  Bill Cheng is the Chairman of the Chamber sign committee and they want signs from both 
directions if they have a Visitor’s Center in the future.  Elsie spoke to Betti Kuszaj and she said it’s probably in 
their 5 year program.  Sean Hendricks said that you don’t really need generic Killingly signs at every exit.  There 
doesn’t seem to be many on I-395 right now.  Dale said if it’s going be a Visitor’s Center, why don’t they apply for 
a State sign?  Sean said it can go on there, but, it takes a few years.  Discussion followed as to the pros and 
cons.  It’s much more expensive to be on a State sign than on private property.   Elsie and Bill will research it 
and report in January.    

  
7.   Liaison Reports – John Hallbergh reported the following: 

 At the last Town Meeting, the purchase of the Tighe building at 140 Main Street was approved. Once we 
know the results of the survey, the purchase will be finalized.   

 Approved the transfer of $46,000 of contingency to the Paramedic Intercept Service Account.  Since the state 
didn’t approve of the change to KB Ambulance, we have to stay with the regional paramedic service; and only 
$40,000 was budgeted.  The Town has appealed, but, we don’t have results yet.  

 Approved resolution to clean up language for employee retirement accounts.     

 Approved resolution to purchase a grappler truck with Putnam and Thompson.  We’re the host town.  Each 
town will pay $20,000. It’s an 80% grant.  It will be garaged in Killingly but the other two towns will get to use 
it.   

 Special council meeting tonight to transfer $34,000 from contingency to contractual services account and the 
approval of hiring Ann Marie Aubrey as the new Director of Planning & Development.  It’s a Town Manager 
appointment with Council advice and consent.    

  
8.   Commission Member Reports – Bill Cheng reported that there was no open space meeting. 
 

 9.    Adjournment 
 

A MOTION was made by Bill Cheng to adjourn at   5:45 PM.  It was SECONDED by Rand Joly.  The voice vote was 
ALL IN FAVOR. 

         
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
Judy LaRoche 
Recording Secretary 


