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TOWN OF KILLINGLY

INLAND WETLANDS AND WATEROURSES COMMISSION (IWWC)

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
Town Meeting Room – 2nd Floor

 Killingly Town Hall
172 Main Street

Danielson, CT

Tuesday, September 27, 2016, 7:30 p.m.


I. Call to Order:  Chairman Sandy Eggers called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

II. Roll Call: Present: Ronald Dass (arrived after meeting began), Chairman Sandy Eggers, Rod Galton, Jasen Cusson-Malone, and Fred Ruhlemann, Corina Torrey at 7:40.  Absent with notification: Lucy Garcia, and Beth Dubofsky-Porter. Absent without notification:   Doretha Clemon.
Also Present: Ann-Marie Aubrey Planning Director and Town Planner Eric Rumsey 
III. Citizens’ Participation:
Chairman Eggers read into the record a statement titled “Commission, Staff, Consultant, and Public Wetlands/Watercourses Comments and Concerns Regarding NTE Killingly Energy Center CT Siting Council Application” and noted this document is for discussion purposes only.

Speaker (1) - John Sarantopoulos congratulated IWWC with regards to the statement as read above.  More specifically, he noted the statement contained pertinent and factual data necessary for rendering an informed and professional decision on the NTE project.  

Speaker (2) - Ed Grandelski noted his concerns with the gas line, necessary local river crossings, and the need to install a water connection line with the Town of Plainfield to meet the extreme amount of water usage the proposed NTE plant will require.
Speaker (3) - Bill Tetreault is also concerned with extreme needs for water by the NTE plant for operations and the negative impact that will be felt on local lakes, streams, and wetlands.  If the design indicated that the Plant does not have enough existing water for operations then they should consider looking elsewhere.    
Speaker (4) - Karen Johnson thanked IWWC & TRC Solutions for their lengthy review and analysis and noted NTE has failed to effectively document their project.  NTE should understand that the community welfare, local resources such as the Quinebaug River, and all of our wetlands and ecosystems are very important to this Town and that this plant poses a negative impact to such.

Speaker (5) - Rene King noted the NTE project must benefit the Town of Killingly and exceed expectations for upcoming generations.  Let it be noted, the water and oil consumption rates needed to operate the proposed power plant are extreme.  This project is detrimental to local watersheds in both Connecticut and Rhode Island and is not in the best interest of protecting the Last Green Valley.

Speaker (6) – Richard Deliken commented on high diesel fuel use, extraordinary water usage, and safety concerns about static electricity.
Speaker (7) - Matt Sheldon noted that benefits to the NTE project would include generated electricity as needed, state of the art equipment and technology that promotes high levels of efficiency with low pollution emmittents.

Speaker (8) – Bill Williams noted his concerns about owning property nearby and being directly impacted by this plant and the negative impacts to local vernal pools due to extreme water usage.
Speaker (9) - Sandra Bove noted she believes protecting the water supply in this area is very important and is concerned with the extreme amount of water usage needed by the NTE plant.  There should be concern that the Killingly Water Pollution Control Plant is going to experience a surge in water treatment and water capacity.  She commented that there are no shown benefits to Killingly taxpayers, residents, and future generations.
Speaker (10) - Jason Anderson noted NTE has not professionally managed the informative and documentative process necessary for this magnitude of a project.  The trust level is very low due to the mishandling of properly informing Town of Killingly residents and Town Staff.  There are outstanding concerns about impervious surfaces, parking lot runoff, potential leaking of heavily equipment, installation of the gas and water lines, and negative impacts on wetlands and watercourses.

Speaker (11) - Margarette DeMarco noted the water impact and need to protect our watersheds and environment is warranted.  However, the NTE plant will also create new jobs and tax revenue.  Also replacing old plants with new and more efficient plants is advancement.  
Speaker (12) - Mike Maher asked how this type of project would benefit our children and generations to come.  The water usage required for the operation of the NTE plant is extreme and the impact will be negative to our eco-system.

STAFF CONCERNS:  It was clarified that although the gas and water lines are of considerable concern, it is not part of this application and will not be considered during the administrative decision process of the IWWC.  

IWWC is responsible for making a determination as to whether the NTE proposal is in compliance with the Town of Killingly Inland Wetland and Watercourses Regulations.  A Statement of findings and concerns will be written by IWWC and forwarded to the Sitting Council.  IWWC will formulate concerns from a factual standpoint and in consideration of the Regulations.  If the Sitting Council accepts the NTE application a formal application must then be filed with IWWC.
Additionally, there is concern with the vernal pools and the proposed wet basin design as put forward by NTE.  It was noted amphibians will end up in the basin and not vernal pools.  Eggs will be laid but cannot survive.  The mitigation proposed by NTE is not acceptable.

MOTION #1 (9/27/16):  made by Mr. Ruhlemann SECONDED BY Mr. Galton that the Inland Wetland and Watercourses Commission add the vernal pool concerns as discussed to the statement of findings and concerns
VOICE VOTE:   UNANIMOUS;
MOTION CARRIED

VI.      Adjournment:

MOTION #2 (9/27/16):  made by Mr. Ruhlemann SECONDED BY Mr. Galton that the Inland Wetland and Watercourses adjourn the meeting at 8:56 p.m.
VOICE VOTE:   UNANIMOUS;
MOTION CARRIED

Respectfully submitted, 
Sherry Pollard
IWWC Recording Secretary[image: image1.png]



