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Killingly Open Space 
Land Acquisition Committee 
Thursday, February 25, 2016
6:30 PM
Room 102, First Floor

Killingly Town Hall

172 Main Street, Killingly, CT  06239
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
I.
Call to Order and Roll Call – Janet Hallbergh called the meeting to order at 6:32 pm
Board Members present were:  Janet Hallbergh; Byron Martin; Donna Bronwell; William Cheng; Keith Thurlow; members Rodney Galton, and Pamela Thompson were absent. Town Council Liaisons:  Gail Oakley Pratt and John Hallbergh.  Staff: Ann-Marie Aubrey, Director of Planning and Development

II.
Agenda Addendum (as needed)

None

III. 
Citizen Participation (Limited to five (5) minutes per speaker for an accumulated time of no more than 45 minutes (unless extended by a majority vote of the Committee)
 

        
None
IV.
Adoption of Minutes


1.  Regular Meeting of May 28, 2015  Minutes – Motion made by Keith Thurlow to table the minutes for approval to the next meeting of March 24, 2016.   Motion seconded by William Cheng.  No further discussion.

Vote was 5 to 0. Motion approved unanimously.

V.
Old Business

None

VI. 
New Business  
1.
Suspension of Rules - not needed for tonight’s meeting, that was something that was requested at the last meeting as is was the annual meeting.
2.
Review of Regular Meeting Schedule for 2016 and January 2017 – meeting date calendar was given to the board members; meeting dates were all the 4th Thursday of every month, except November and December as they conflict (or often conflict with holidays).  Keith Thurlow made a motion to approve and accept the calendar as presented.  Donna Bronwell seconded.  No further discussion.  Vote was 5 to 0. Motion approved unanimously. 
3. 
Introductions – Ann-Marie Aubrey, Director of Planning and Development (Since December 2, 2015); and introduced Town Council Members Gail Oakley Pratt, she is the liaison to the board; and John Hallbergh, he is the alternate liaison to the board. Said hello to Town Council Member Kevin Ide “who is visiting” in the audience.

4. 
Keith Thurlow made a motion to move “VIII. Town Council Liaison Report” next to allow Ms. Pratt to give her report next. William Cheng seconded the motion.  No further discussion.  Vote was 5 to 0. Motion passed unanimously.

VIII.
Council Liaison Report
Gail Oakley Pratt thanked the board, said that since this was new to her, she was willing to allow John Hallbergh to give the report.

John Hallbergh reported about various proclamations the Town Council passed at its last meeting; that the Council had received the annual report from our auditor and there were no deficiencies. He also spoke about the Law Enforcement Strategies Commission Report and how the report suggested that the Town start to hire actual police officers and transition out the resident troopers over a period of years; however, it was suggested that we keep one resident trooper in the supervisory position which would allow us to still use the state police barracks. Other items discussed were the resolution for the WPCA; and the Council fiscal subcommittee report. 
5.  Executive Session Pursuant to CGS Section 1-200(6) d – real estate – Two separate locations.
Janet Hallbergh called for a motion to go into executive closed session, without the Town Council Liaisons.

Keith Thurlow made motion to go into executive closed session, and asked the Director of Planning to attend the closed session meeting. William Cheng seconded the motion.  All three of the Town Council Members left the room, and the door was closed.  William Cheng asked the recorder be shut off – time was 6:48 pm.  

The board went back into open session at 7:44 pm.

VII.
Other Discussion Items 
Donna Bronwell brought up the subject of the Acme Mill. She is concerned about what is going to happen to the real estate, rumor has it that the property is a subject of a bankruptcy or foreclosure.
Lot#2 – discussion to continue at the next meeting on March 24, 2016.

Keith Thurlow wanted to open discussion about the river front property along Commerce Avenue; the owner is interested in leasing it to the Town for a kayak/boat launch; hopefully, with the Town ultimately buying the property.  March 31, 2016 Connecticut Main Street is making a presentation, let’s see what they say about the project.  Open space funding to purchase the property? Or at least at a three year period, or whatever he agrees with, to lease the property.   Ann-Marie talked about the possibility of using other avenues to obtain the parcel, and achieve the same outcome.  Ann-Marie talked about the Trust for Public Land, this is something they may be interested in.  Keith Thurlow was wondering if this could be the “leap” to start bringing this area up to speed.
Byron Martin started to discuss a parcel of real estate near the cemetery, and the CLP parcel.  Thought someone from the AG COMM was going to speak to the owner of that parcel.  Wanted to know where this parcel was in relation to the parcel Keith was looking at.

Byron, the borough is a depressed area, not a lot of places for people to recreate along a waterway, and possibly gain access to the river. Discussion continued about what river access is available to the general public.

IX. 
Next Meeting Date
The next meeting of the OSLA Committee will be Thursday, March 24, 2016; and a potential meeting in April, 2016.

X.
Adjournment

William Cheng made a motion to adjourn, Keith Thurlow seconded that motion.


The OSLA meeting ended at 8:05 pm.   
