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Killingly Open Space 
Land Acquisition Committee 
Thursday, May 22, 2014
6:30 PM
Room 102, First Floor

Killingly Town Hall

172 Main Street, Killingly, CT  06239
Regular Meeting

Minutes
I.
Call to Order and Roll Call 
Chair Janet Hallbergh called the meeting to order at 6:34 PM.
PRESENT:  Chair Janet Hallbergh (Bd. of Rec.), Rodney Galton (Wetlands), Bill Cheng (EDC), Donna Bronwell (KCC), Keith Thurlow (P&Z - 6:37 PM) and Pamela Thompson (Citizen Rep).  Also present were Staff Director of Planning and Development Linda Walden, Council Liaison Brian Gosper and Councilman John Hallbergh.
II.
Agenda Addendum (as needed)
III. 
Citizen Participation (Limited to five (5) minutes per speaker for an accumulated time of no more than 45 minutes (unless extended by a majority vote of the Committee) - none
 

IV.
Adoption of Minutes

1.
September 26, 2013 Regular Meeting Minutes – unanimously approved upon a motion by Bill Cheng, seconded by Pamela Thompson.
V.
Old Business

1.
Attawaugan area property of Interest – update 
The Chair and staff summarized the meeting held in fall 2013 with the Town Manager, the property owner and his realtor.  Asking price remained at the list price and no counter offers were made to the town’s offer.  The owner decided not to sell and will retain the property for family use at this time.
2.
Town of Killingly Limited Public Sale of 39 Rock Avenue;  0.68+/- acres;  Low Density/Flood Hazard Zones:  Advisory Opinion to the Killingly Planning and Zoning Commission for a CGS 8-24 referral – update 
Linda Walden reported that the Council approved the sale at their May meeting and retained an easement for storm water drainage. There was no interest in retaining the property by various departments or commissions.
VI. 
New Business  

1.
Suspension of Rules and 2014 Annual Meeting  - Linda Walden explained the Committee could suspend the by-law section for June as the month for the annual meeting and perform the annual business meeting tonight as a June meeting may not be held.  Chair Hallbergh called for a motion – so moved by Bill Cheng, second by Rodney Galton – carried unanimously


a.
Election of Officers or Confirmation of Officers to serve through June 2015
Staff called for nominations.  Keith Thurlow moved to keep the same officers.  Bill Cheng seconded and the motion carried unanimously. Janet Hallbergh assumed the chair. 

b.
Review of By-laws

Upon a motion by Pamela Thompson, seconded by Keith Thurlow, it was unanimously approved to retain the by-laws as they are.



c.
Other organizational business the Chair deems appropriate

The Chair had no further organizational business.

2.
Agriculture Commission representative to join OSLA Committee
Staff explained that the AG Commission was formed in 2013 after the OSLA Committee and OSLA fund were established.  Since OSLA funds can be used for open space, recreation and agriculture, the Ag Commission requested a representative to sit on the OSLA Committee.  The ordinance amendment to do that was approved by council at their May meeting.  Byron Martin of Logee’s has volunteered to be the rep and still needs to be appointed by the new Town Manager.  Bill Cheng said we can understand better what they do – EDC can promote agriculture and suggested a joint meeting sometime.

3.
Farmland Soils Map and Inventory

Staff explained the mapping and inventory creation being done to assist the Ag Commission in identifying and promoting use of prime and important farmland soils.  A property of interest has been identified recently and Ag Commission is just beginning inquiries and research.  OSLA will be more involved once more information is obtained.
4.
Correspondence – Wright’s Investor’s Service Holdings, Inc., 4/7/14 – Informational Purposes only
Chair Hallbergh summarized the letter received by the Town from the owners of the former Chestnut Hill Reservoir System in East Killingly. They wish to divest themselves of the holdings and may consider breaching the dams.  Linda Walden explained the timelines, permit system and procedures involved in breaching dams.  Donna Bronwell spoke of her concerns and has spoken to several people including Gene Larrow regarding Old Killingly Pond and is aware of a dry hydrant used by East Killingly Fire Department and Foster RI.  Rodney Galton encouraged abutters to get together to work with the owners.  He works for an engineering firm and does not believe the dams are in great shape.  It is not in the town’s best interest to get involved.  Bill Cheng agreed.  Keith Thurlow related what happened to Paradise Lake in the early 90’s – lost wells, property values etc.   Donna Bronwell said loss of the ponds would devalue property and impact the town.  
VII.
Other Discussion Items -  Linda Walden stated the original list of properties from the Conservation Commission has been explored and requested a new priority list of properties be made by KCC.
VIII.
Council Liaison Report – Brian Gosper updated everyone on the budget, what steps have been taken to adjust the proposed budgets and when the next budget meetings will be. He reported on the May council meeting – Ag rep added to the OSLA ordinance and Rock Avenue lot approved for sale.  Council is exploring law enforcement alternatives – working with the Public Safety Committee.  They are also leasing land to the Dayville Fire Department to build a training facility on Good Year School property.  Next regular council meeting is June 10th.
IX. 
Next Meeting Date

1.
TBD – as needed – It may not be until the fall until progress is made on the property of interest.
X.
Adjournment    - at 7:20 pm upon a motion by Keith Thurlow, seconded by Bill Cheng –unanimous.
Respectfully submitted,

Linda Walden, Director of Planning and Development

Acting Clerk

