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Killingly Agriculture Commission
Special Meeting

Great Killingly Tomato Festival Steering Group

Tuesday, January 26, 2016
5:00 PM
Killingly Town Hall,

172 Main Street, Killingly, CT
Planning and Development Office, Room 107

First floor, end of corridor
MEETING MINUTES
I.
Call to Order and Roll Call

A. Members attending:  Frank Anastasio, Tina Stevens, David Griffiths, Pat Valys, Anne Duval, and Susan Griffiths. Office staff: Ann-Marie Aubrey, Director of Planning and Development and Eric Rumsey, Planner I.


II.
Business
A.  Planning of the September 10, 2016 - “Fourth Ever Great Killingly Tomato Festival”
1) Restaurants – There was general discussion that we do not get a great response and participation from the area restaurants, therefore, there was a general agreement that we would not continue restaurant cooking challenges. We would need a new idea.

2) Chili Cook Off – Was the suggestion that was put forth to replace the restaurant cook challenges. We would invite various civic organizations to participate instead of restaurants;

and we would also have a public (home cooks) section as well.  

There would be only one award given – “Peoples’ Choice Award”. That way all attendees could vote for their one favorite chili.  We would no longer need “Judges” per se.  Issues that still need to be resolved – a) How would we maintain the proper temp for the chili; b) What would needed by way of serving “dishes/tasting cups, etc. to allow the public to “taste” the chili – how many volunteers, what kind of sample would be given out, how would we watch the voting for the favorite?

3) List of prior activities – we need to determine what we are willing to continue and what we may want to change. Below is a list of possible activities:


a) Float – we need to discuss this further, we definitely will put a float in the parade, 

we need to get a theme and people to help us construct the float

b) Corn shucking – this was a new item this past year, and it seems to have gone over well; we will continue this for this year
c) Music – this always goes over well; however, there may be changes to music in the overall scheme of the festival – Frank will look into this

d) Garden tomato contest – some small issues with this, but people seem to enjoy it

e) Display of old tractors – this is something that Frank would like to see added – we need to work out a display area
f) Corn hole toss – keep this as a non-competitive option, something just fun to do

g) “Kidz farmers’ market” – we will wait to see what Sue Barry wants to do with this; this project gets bigger and better every year

h) Square dancing – something new to possibly add this year, we need to find the name of a “caller” and see if this is something that we could even have as a learning segment

i) Tomato hat contest – yes, this something else that appears to get more and more participation each year 

j) Fried green tomatoes – killer tomatoes – not much was said about this 

4) Fund raising – there was some discussion about having activities prior to the tomato festival to raise funds.  There was a question whether we really had the time and ability to do that type of fund raising. Types of fundraising discussed were a spaghetti dinner, and/or a movie night.  Need to verify that the effort will create enough “fundraising” to be worth the while. The past two years we raised enough funds just through “letter donations” sent out to local businesses, etc.  Ann-Marie stated that she thought we had approximately $1100 to $1300 still remaining in our revolving tomato festival account to start this year off. 

5) Photography Contest – Change photo contest to “Tomato Art Contest”.  Sue Griffiths and Eric Rumsey will talk to the art teachers at the KHS to see what they think and if they are willing to work with us to get various “tomato art” items for judging and display at the festival.  Mentioned we would need a way to display the entries – maybe lattice work with some “S” hooks.  Peg board, tables, and another tent?  Would we need someone there to watch the display to make sure someone does not walk away with something?  Would we display the winning works downtown somewhere? 
6) Watershed on Wheels – Eric will check to see if we can get this to do a return visit to the festival.  He will report back at the next meeting.

7) Float – More detailed discussion regarding the float.  The grange is willing to help us with the float.  Will the Griffiths continue to donate the float trailer, the straw bales and the driver (Adam Griffiths)?  

B. Setting of Meeting Dates – All meetings will be on the Fourth Tuesdays, at 5:00 in the Planning and Development office.

1) February 23; 2) March 22; 3) April 26; 4) May 24; 5) June 28; 6) July 26; 7) August 23


and any other days that the committee feels is necessary. 

III.
Next Meeting – TUESDAY, February 23, 2016 (Fourth Tuesday) or as determined by the Steering Group
IV.
Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at approximately 6:15 pm
