Board of Recreation Meeting

Monday, August 28, 2017
Community Center

6:00pm 

1. Call to Order:  M. Phillips called the meeting to order at 6:01pm .
2. Roll Call: Present: M. Phillips, J. Hallbergh, L.LaBerge, C Dunn, J. Milliard, M. Johndrow, A. Eisley, M. Hayes. Absent with notification: H. Flexer
3. Citizen’s Participation: na
4. Correspondence: The recreation department received a complimentary letter for the work Dan Rizer is doing as a grounds keeper at Owen Bell. 
5. Adoption of Minutes: Milliard  made the motion to accept the minutes for the June 26, 2017 meeting. C. Dunn seconds. No further discussion passes unanimously. 
6. Unfinished Business: 
a. Courts @ Owen Bell: A. Eisley reports the repairs are completed and a Grand Opening is expected to take place in September. There is some additional landscaping but the courts are playable.
b. Theater: The first board meeting took place Tuesday, August 8, 2017. Looking to offer two productions, revise our summer theatre program, and have Christmas Cabaret 2017. 
c. Community Center windows/improvements: A. Eisley, the town engineer and eight companies interested in submitting quotes did a walk thru of the building. C. Dunn asked if we have a timeline. A.  Eisley expects the work would begin in spring/summer. Updates to follow.
7. New Business: 

a. Hygeia: New shed and changing station is completed, the old shed will be removed. Picnic tables from Owen Bell location will be brought to Hygeia, and signs have been placed. Addressing non-residents concerns T. Mason reports findings: Currently there have been no more than eight vehicles at any one time, few from out of town, at this time not an issue. Regarding fishing, we need to continue to enforce fishing prohibited in swimming area. T. Mason spoke with Woodstock, CT regarding resident only swim policy.  Constables check and verify resident’s id on weekends. T. Mason has met with the town manager to discuss legal aspects of resident only swim area. Concerns of charging for passes, which has been done in the past, park staffing, and budgetary issues were discussed. The department will continue to monitor Hygeia and make adjustments. J. Hallbergh shares concerns about what may happen and feels Hygeia should be for Killingly residents only. Hallbergh feels a plan should be in place in the event of problems. C. Dunn agrees, Discussion regarding general concerns signage and location for fishing and kayaks, possibility of stickers for cars, and meeting with CIRMA regarding liability.  J. Hallbergh complimented M. Salce on the work done at the Hygeia location. 
b. Norwich Bulletin: The recreation department received “Best Activities for Children, Best place to ride a bike, Best Parks’ award. A. Eisley will accept the award at Grill 37.

c. Owen Bell Electrical: Due to the age and lack of conduit around the wires the park has had a few breaks. Temporary fixes have been put in place. Estimates for repairs have been submitted, some as high as $50,000. Currently looking at the possibility of the town doing the work, which would decrease the cost. 

d. Volunteer of the Year nomination: J. Hallbergh suggests Danielson Lions, unanimously approved.
8. Director’ s Report:

a. Camp Wallaby: A. Eisley reports Camp Wallaby had some challenges this year. Camp shared the Westfield Ave. site with Eastconn and BASP. A. Eisley has concerns regarding exposure Camp Wallaby had to behaviors and language from another program. A. Eisley met with Steve Rioux to address issues and discuss Camp Wallaby for next year. Also this year Eisley reports we saw an increase in behavioral issues in our camp. The department is looking to reduce numbers in camp, and add additional staff trainging.C. Dunn asked reasons the camp doesn’t utilize Hygeia. A. Eisley shared concerns of safety due to the drop off in the water. Eileen Mailhot has resigned as Director of Camp Wallaby. The department is looking ahead at potential candidates.
b. Bike Night: Another successful event with additional vendors and participants. Estimated 1300 bikes were in attendance. The feedback has been positive.
c. Tomato Festival: September 9th, @ Davis Park,  Food Trucks, Crafters, Community Day , Parade, and  Agricultural Events
9.    Other: A.Eisley would like to present Jeff Grocki will a gift certificate at the        Sept. board meeting. Jeff volunteered his time to do the sound for the concert events.
     10.   Liaison Report: 



a. Board of Education: na
b. Liason Report: Voted in favor of amending the Ordinance concerning Property Tax Relief Policy for Public Safety Volunteers, accepting a National Park Service/CT Dept. of Economic and Community Development Grant on behalf of the Historic  District Commission, and authorize the town manager to enter into a 3-yr. agreement with the Code Red mass notification system.

July: Officer Sharkey was sworn in and voted in favor of the town manager executing a 2 year agreement with the State of CT concerning the resident state troopers.

The town manager has not requested a spending freeze but has asked departments not to purchase anything but what is necessary at this time.

11.  Adjourned: Motion made by J. Hallbergh to adjourn. J. Milliard second, no further discussion, meeting adjourned @ 7:35PM.
